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The 2012 Black History Month theme is “Black Women in American Culture and History.”  The purpose of Black History Month is to call attention to the many cultural, social, spiritual, and economic contributions of African Americans to the United States. However, in Miami-Dade County Public Schools, African American history is not just a subject studied and discussed in February. It is a topic of substance that is woven into all subjects throughout the school year. National Black History Month provides schools with an additional opportunity to emphasize and celebrate African American history in all of Miami-Dade County’s public schools.

To support teachers and administrators in their efforts to provide educationally meaningful experiences for all students during Black History Month and throughout the school year, the Division of Social Sciences and Life Skills provided instructional resources to schools and is sponsoring or co-sponsoring a number of special programs and activities.  A summary of the District’s efforts to support Black History Month follows.
· Instructional Resources - In January 2012, staff compiled and distributed to all schools a number of instructional resources to support Black History Month.  Resources to celebrate the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday were also forwarded to all schools. These resources are in addition to the African American Voices curricular materials found on the Division’s website at http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/  

· The 19th Annual Black History Culture & Brain Bowl, Saturday, January 21, 2012 - Florida International University sponsored the 2012 Regional Black History and Culture Brain Bowl Competition on January 21, 2012 at Florida International University.  Teams of students in grades 6 through 12 competed by answering FCAT and SAT-based vocabulary and comprehension questions drawn from college-level literary and historical works. After training and preparation, students competed to test their knowledge and win college scholarships and other prizes.

· The American Spiritual Past and Present Workshop, Monday January 23, 2012 - The American Spiritual Past and Present workshop was held on Monday, January 23, 2012 at the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts with over 130 teachers in attendance. This workshop explored the historical fabric from which spirituals and gospel, two powerful American music forms, developed. Samples of the art form were performed in an interdisciplinary setting. The afternoon session featured Kim and Reggie Harris performing "Music of the Underground Railroad." Kim and Reggie Harris are presenters in the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Touring workshop program and provide teacher training and arts events that encourage the use of the arts in the classroom. 
· The 22nd Annual African American Read-In Chain, Monday, February 7, 2012- In an effort to make literacy an integral part of Black History Month, the Division of Social Sciences and Life Skills is encouraging all schools to participate in the 22nd Annual African American Read-In Chain.  A Read-In can be as simple as bringing together friends to share a book or as elaborate as arranging public readings and media presentations that feature professional African American writers.  

· The Black History Month Elementary and Secondary Essay Contest - To support the National Black History Month theme, “Black Women in American Culture and History,” and the District’s reading and writing initiatives, the Division of Social Sciences and Life Skills, in cooperation with the United Teachers of Dade and 99 JAMZ radio, is sponsoring a Black History Month Essay Contest. This contest is open to elementary, middle, and senior high school students who compete in separate categories. The 2012 elementary and secondary Black History Month Essay winners will be acknowledged during the Black History Month program to be held in the School Board Auditorium on February 23, 2012.

· 35th Annual Theodore Gibson Oratorical Competition - Miami-Dade County Public Schools, in cooperation with Miami Dade College, is co-sponsoring the 35th Annual Theodore Gibson Oratorical Competition. In this competition, elementary and secondary students compete for the coveted Theodore Gibson medallion. The competition exposes students to a breadth of writings about the African American experience and provides them with the opportunity to refine their research, writing, and public speaking skills through a challenging competition. The final competition will be held in May 2012.

· Speakers Bureau - Speakers are available, upon request, to provide students with information regarding local African American history and career information.

· The Griot, the African American History Newsletter - A special edition of the newsletter will be available online for all schools in February 2012.

· District Black History Celebration Program, February 23, 2012 - The Division of Social Sciences and Life Skills, in collaboration with the United Teachers of Dade, will host a Black History Month Celebration on February 23, 2012. The program will be held in the School Board Auditorium, 1450 N.E. Second Avenue, Miami, Florida, 33132.  Musical and theatrical performances by students will highlight the event. The 2012 elementary and secondary Black History Month Essay winners will also be acknowledged during this celebration. The event will be broadcast to schools.
For further information on the efforts to support Black History Month, please contact the Division of Social Sciences and Life Skills at 305-995-1982. 
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